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whole of the images in the island have been made from it, and
they have been dragged from this point up hill and down dale
to adorn the terraces round the coast-line of the island; even
the images on the ahu, which have fallen into the sea on the
further extremity of the western volcano, are said to have been
of the same stone. It is conspicuous in being a reddish brown
colour, of which the smallest chips can be easily recognised; It
is composite in character, arid embedded in the ash are numerous
lapilli of metamorphic rock. Owing to the nature of this rock
the earliest European visitors came to the conclusion that the
material was factitious and that the statues were built of clay
and stones ; it was curious to find that the marooned prisoners
of war of our own time fell into^the same mistake of thinking that
the figures were " made up.1*
The workable belt, generally speaking, forms a horizontal
section about half-way up the side of the mountain.- Below
it, both on the exterior and within the crater, are banks of
detritus, and on these statues have been set up; most of them
are still in place, but they have been buried in greater or less
degree by thejlescent of earth from above (fig. 57). . Mr. Ritchie
made a survey of the mountain with the adjacent coast, but it
was found impossible to record the results .of our work without
some sort of plan or diagram which was large enough to show
every individual image. This was accomplished by first studying
each quarry, note-book in hand, and then, with the aid of field-
glasses, amalgamating the results from below; the standing
statues being inserted in their relation to the quarries above.
It was a lengthy but enjoyable undertaking. Part of the dia-
gram of the exterior has been redrawn, with the help of photo-
graphs (fig. 60); the plan of the inside of the crater is shown
.in what is practically its original form (fig. 4*).
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Quarries ofRano Raraku.—Leaving on one^de for the moment
the figures, on the lower slope, let us in imag&ation scramble up
the grassy side, a steep climb of some one or t^o hundred feet
to where the rock has been hewn away into a series of charfRrs
and ledges. Here images Ee by the score in all stages of evolution,
just as they were left when, for some. unknown reason, the
laid down their tools for the last time and the -busy
still. Here, afc elsewhere, the wonder of the place can
e appreciated as the eye becomes trained to see* In the
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